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Great Zimbabwe, Mashonaland, Rhodesia. An Account of
Two Years' Examination Work in 1903-4 on behalf
of the Government of Rhodesia. By R. N. Hall,
F.R.G.S. With an introduction by Professor A. H.
Keane. London: Methuen and Co.

THIS work brings up to date the narrative of discovery
contained in " The Ancient Ruins of Rhodesia." It is
fascinatingly written, and illustrated with over 150 beau-
tiful photographs, besides a good general map of the
country, and several plans. It is impossible to enter
here on the various questions raised by Mr. Hall's work;
but the Arabian origin of the buildings, and the early
date of the oldest ones, seem now to be fully established.
The immense amount of work which still remains to be
done is evident, when we find that " after two months'
exploration of the wonderful Elliptical Temple with a
large gang of labourers, two years will yet be needed to
complete the surface work for that structure alone, without
touching the old floors,"—while three more years will be
required for the Acropolis itself. A glance at the plan
opposite p. 8 will show that these, though the most important,
are only two out of many groups of ruins, and there are
others scattered about the country still awaiting examina-
tion. It is interesting to find evidence that the ruins were
occupied by " mediaeval Makalanga," ancestors of the
present inhabitants, and that the pottery found on such sites
is recognized by the natives as the work of their people in
ancient times, but not of their fathers, or their fathers' fathers.
Mr. Hall has much that is interesting to say about the
present-day Makalanga; but his method of writing native
words and names is very puzzling, e.g. I'baku, M'holi,
N'Djena, tjiya (skiya?) and kya, representing the Zulu word
ikaya. We should be inclined to doubt whether the substi-
tution of r for I is due to Portuguese influence (see p. 90). In
connection with our remarks on the Masai in another notice,
we would call attention to the enumeration of " Jewish
customs," on pp. IOO-IOI.

Cross River Natives. By Charles Partridge, M.A.,
F.R.G.S., &c, Assistant District Commissioner in
Southern Nigeria. London: Hutchinson and Co.

MR. PARTRIDGE has made excellent use of his opportunities
during his three years in Southern Nigeria. 'He is need-
lessly apologetic in his preface; for his book, besides being
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